
COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATION (CE) FOR PHD STUDENTS 
UNIVERSITI PUTRA MALAYSIA 

PhD Comprehensive Examination (CE) was started 

in 2003, as enshrined in the Universities and 

University College Act 1971, Constitution of 

Universiti Putra Malaysia (Graduate Studies), Rules 

2003 article 50. 

Comprehensive Exam (CE) regulations 

1. Written Examination can be carried out as either :

a) take home assignment, or;

b) formal examination

2. Oral Examination conducted by either:

a) Supervisory Committee, or;

b) a Special committee appointed by the Faculty/

School/Institute.

3. CE should be completed by as early as possible.

Existing rules allow full-time PhD student to sit for

CE as early as third (3rd) semester, but no later

than fourth (4th) semester. Meanwhile, for

part-time PhD student (applicable for Malaysia

citizen only), CE can be taken as early as third

(3rd) semester, but no later than sixth (6th)
semester.

Flow Towards Comprehensive Exam (CE) 

FIRST SEMESTER 

SECOND SEMESTER 

THIRD SEMESTER 

FOURTH SEMESTER 

(Sixth semester for Part-Time mode) 

PASS CE? 

YES 

PROCEED WITH 

STUDY 

YES 

PhD students are required to contact the Advisor at faculty/school/institute to acquire 

study structure. 

• The Seminar Research Proposal (SPS6903) must be completed by this semester.

• Nomination of Supervisory Committee should also be done to prevent study status

'Suspended'

By this semester, student should have been completed the credit hours requirement 

of coursework (a total of 9 credit hours) 

Sit for CE (Form code: PG/ACA/GS-12) 

1. Written Examination;

2. Oral Examination - (within 30 days after written exam)

NO RE-TAKE 

(within 60 days) 

PASSC:> 

NO 

STUDY STATUS 

TERMINATED 

After completing the CE, the result will be updated in the Student Portal and notification will be sent 

to your registered email. For further inquiries, kindly email us at sgs_academic@upm.edu.my. 
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